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of the Progressive Bloc with the addition of representatives of left-wing factions: A. F. Kerensky (Labor Group) and N. S. Chkheidze (social democrats). The committee was given the loosely worded mandate "to restore order and to deal with institutions and individuals/7 On the same day (February 27) there was organized in the Taurida Palace, seat of the Duma, the Petrograd Soviet (Council) of A\ Corkers' Deputies which on March 2 changed its name to that of Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies. Thus even before the abolition of the empire the Taurida Palace, its stately halls overrun by disheveled and unruly mobs, became the center of the new revolutionary authority and the focal point upon which converged seemingly endless columns of excited soldiers and civilians. The imperial administration collapsed; by the evening of February 28 most of the ministers and many high officials of the fallen regime were under arrest in the Taurida Palace. In the great national emergency it was to the Duma that many Russians turned for the direction and leadership that would restore order out of chaos and perhaps usher in the new era of liberty and social justice. Unexpectedly and illogically, the conservative fourth Duma crested for a few days the tidal wave of the revolution.
As the crisis developed, the president of the Duma, Rodzianko, a wealthy landowning aristocrat and an official of the imperial court, begged the tsar, first, to grant a representative government and, later, to abdicate. Nicholas, however, bided his time and postponed decisions until his return to the capital. In the night of February 28 the imperial train left Mogilev for Petrograd but was prevented from reaching its destination and was re-routed to Pskov, headquarters of General N. V. Ruzsky, commander of the northern front. The chief of staff General Alekseev and the commanding officers of the various army groups, including the Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich, joined Rod-zianko in urging the emperor to abdicate in favor of his son, with the tsar's brother, the Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich, as regent. The attempt of Rodzianko to meet the emperor at Pskov was frustrated by the opposition of the Soviet, but the provisional committee of the Duma succeeded in sending to headquarters two of its members, Guch-kov and V. V. Shulgin. Both were supporters of the monarchy, although Guchkov, it will be remembered, was a severe critic of Nicholas and Alexandra Fedorovna. It was still believed in many quarters that the abdication of the tsar, which the emissaries of the Duma were to secure, might save the dynasty. In the afternoon of March 2 Nicholas